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Central Illinois Men Against Domestic Abuse Will Assemble Verizon “Comfortpacks” for Abuse Victims

Verizon to Donate $3 for Every Wireless Phone Donated During “It’s Time to Talk Day” Events 
Bloomington, Ill. –Verizon is backing an effort that will provide “Comfortpacks” – backpacks stuffed with items such as teddy bears, coloring books and other fun items -- to the youngest victims of domestic abuse.  
Central Illinois Men Against Domestic Abuse, in collaboration with Verizon and its retiree organization, Verizon Pioneers, will assemble the Comfortpacks, at a community domestic violence awareness outreach event sponsored by the Family Community Resource Center on October 5th, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., at Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church.   The assembled Comfortpacks will then be donated to a local shelter and given to young children staying there after fleeing an abusive home. 
“Since October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, this is a good time to reflect on the need for better awareness of this issue, both in the community and in the workplace,” said Philip Wood, vice-president at Verizon Illinois.  “It is Verizon’s hope that the gesture of creating these backpacks will both generate discussion on the issue of domestic violence and more importantly bring some comfort into the lives of some of its tiniest victims.”

As part of “It’s Time to Talk Day” events, co-sponsored by the Corporate Alliance to End Partner Violence and 31 other organizations in Central Ilinois, Verizon also announced that it will conduct a HopeLine drive for no longer used cellphones during the week Oct. 13 through Oct 17th, donating an additional $3 for each phone collected during that period.  HopeLine is Verizon Wireless’ signature program which turns no longer used wireless phones into support for victims of domestic violence.  The collected phones are either refurbished or sold, with the proceeds used to purchase newer wireless phones for domestic violence victims and to support domestic violence shelters and organizations.  
“The phones donated to HopeLine do more than just provide emergency communications,” said Kim Wells, Executive Director of the Corporate Alliance to End Partner Violence.  “The phones give victims the courage to venture beyond the safety of their homes, to go to work, or to go shopping and take their children to school, knowing that, if they are threatened, help is just a phone call away.  So, I encourage all of you, if you have an old wireless phone or two, please donate them at one of Verizon’s collection sites during the week of October 13th.”   Collection bins will be situated at the following locations:
· Heartland Community College

· Illinois State University Police Department

· Illinois State University Campus

· Lincoln College - Normal

· Radio Bloomington

· State Farm Insurance Companies (Corporate Headquarters Atrium, Corporate South H-1 Atrium, Corporate South P-1 Lobby)

· Town of Normal Police Department

· YWCA McLean County

· Illinois Wesleyan University Memorial Center’s Young Main Lounge (on October 15th Only – During “It’s Time to Talk Day” Events)

· McLean County Museum of History (On October 15th Only – During “It’s Time to Talk Day” Events)

Through the HopeLine program, Verizon has collected more than 5.3 million phones, donated more than $14 million dollars and provided nearly 80,000 HopeLine phones with about 240 million minutes of airtime to local domestic violence organizations nationwide.  The money generated through this HopeLine drive will be used to assist domestic violence victims right here in Central Illinois.

Domestic violence is the greatest cause of injury to women between 15 and 44 in the United States -- more than muggings, car accidents and rapes combined, according to the American College of Emergency Physicians. Each year, health-related costs of intimate-partner violence exceed $5.8 billion -- $4.1 billion in direct medical and mental health care services and over $1.7 billion in lost productivity.  
“The impact of domestic violence touches every sector of society, from family, to school to the workplace,” said Wood. “We’re committed to supporting programs and forging partnerships with nonprofits, communities and other businesses to help support victims and break the cycle of violence.” 
Verizon Communications Inc. (NYSE:VZ), headquartered in New York, is a leader in delivering broadband and other wireline and wireless communication innovations to mass market, business, government and wholesale customers.  Verizon Wireless operates America's most reliable wireless network, serving nearly 69 million customers nationwide.  Verizon's Wireline operations include Verizon Business, which delivers innovative and seamless business solutions to customers around the world, and Verizon Telecom, which brings customers the benefits of converged communications, information and entertainment services over the nation's most advanced fiber-optic network.  A Dow 30 company, Verizon employs a diverse workforce of more than 228,600 and last year generated consolidated operating revenues of $93.5 billion.  For more information, visit www.verizon.com. 
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