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Introduction

As part of its ongoing commitment to involvement in the fight against violence against women, Lifetime Television commissioned a survey among 16-24 year old women and men to understand better how adolescents and young adults see the issue.  This type of opinion research can help us to understand what people believe about the issue of violence against women and how they think they would behave in certain situations.  The survey results provide valuable information that can be deployed in the ongoing effort both to educate the public and to find public policy solutions that can help in addressing a social problem that is responsible for lasting trauma, emotional and physical injury, and, in many cases, even death, to millions of American women every year.

Violence against women is a phenomenon that encompasses a broad range of behavior and acts.  For the purpose of this survey, violence against women was defined as: “domestic violence; acts of sexual assault, such as rape; stalking; and verbal, physical, and emotional abuse.”

The survey consisted of a serious of attitudinal, behavior and knowledge-testing questions.  On the basis of the information collected, this report will discuss:

· Basic attitudes and beliefs about the seriousness and frequency of violence against women;

· How young men and women report that they would behave or react if confronted with violence against women in their own family or circle of friends and acquaintances; and,

· Conceptions – and misconceptions – about causes of violence against women, and the degree to which young people are in possession of basic facts about the problem.

The executive summary identifies the findings that we believe may be most useful to Lifetime Television during its week of lobbying and educational work in Washington D.C.

Methodology

The survey was conducted online from February 9 – 16, 2005, among 600 young people 16 to 24 years of age.  The sample is comprised of 50% female and 50% male respondents.  Additionally, quotas were set to insure that the respondents were evenly divided across three age categories:

· One-third of the respondents were 16-18 (half male and half female);

· One-third of the respondents were 19-21 (half male and half female); and,

· One-third of the respondents were 22-24 (half male and half female).

Quotas were also set to ensure a racial representation that is reflective of the U.S. population between 16-24 as a whole:

· White/Caucasian (68%);

· African-American [non-Hispanic] (12%);

· Hispanic or Latino [White/Caucasian] (9%);

· Hispanic or Latino [African-American] (1%);

· Hispanic or Latino [all other/multiple race] (5%);

· Asian/Pacific Islander (4%); and,

· Native American (1%).

Executive summary

The following are key findings of the research that may be useful for the purpose of message creation as Lifetime Television prepares its strategy for Washington Week.

· The problem of violence against women is acknowledged to be very serious (66% “extremely serious,” 26% say “quite serious”) and also quite common (19% “extremely common,” 47% “quite common”).  The problem is thought to be significantly more serious and common, however, by women than by men, indicating an opportunity for continuing the education of men on this topic.

· Nearly three-quarters (72%) of all respondents believe that the issue of violence against women does not receive enough attention.  Women believe this more strongly than men, but even a majority of men (61%) say the issue receives insufficient attention.  This indicates a clear openness among young people to more attention to, and education around, this issue.

· Generally speaking, law enforcement and legislative bodies are seen as two groups in the public sector that are most responsible for addressing the problem of violence against women.  In this regard, sixty-three percent indicate that law enforcement agencies are the most or second most responsible institution for addressing this issue, and one-third of all respondents (36%) say that Congress is as responsible.

· The majority of respondents say it is unlikely that they would remain uninvolved if they knew of violence occurring in a relationship.  However, when asked to place themselves in the hypothetical situation where a friend or relative was abusing his wife, girlfriend, or any other woman, both men and women would be much more likely to urge the woman to get help than to confront the man and to urge him to seek help. 

· However, the great majority (86%) of men say they would be very or somewhat likely to speak to another man about his abusive behavior.  On the contrary, women (68%) are less likely to confront a male about his abusive behavior.  
· It seems that respondents are more likely to confront someone they know about his abusive behavior as a majority of both women and men say they would confront a friend or relative who made a sexist remark or who treated a woman disrespectfully.

· It’s interesting to note that fifty-seven percent of all males (ages 19–21) say that they know a woman who has been sexually assaulted.  Yet, this age group is the least likely to believe that the issues related to violence against women need more attention. 

· Teenage girls (16-18) are much more likely than teenage boys to see parents, teachers and counselors as allies and to recommend to a friend who has been raped or assaulted that she should tell her parents, or a teacher or counselor.  Teenage girls are also much more likely to see the Internet as a useful source of information on this issue.  This survey indicates that Teenage boys need to better understand that victims need help and support in order to break out of silence and isolation.

· One-fourth (24%) of both women and men believe that when women report a rape the sex was actually consensual.  Nearly half of women and more than half of men believe that women abuse men as much as men abuse women.  A majority of both women and men (though significantly more men) agree that women who wear “revealing” clothing make themselves more vulnerable to unwanted sexual contact.

· The majority of respondents do believe that exposure to these types of representations in media do have a de-sensitizing influence on the listener or viewer.  Nearly one-third say that exposure makes the viewer/listener much less sensitive to physical or sexual abuse against women.

· Overall, the survey indicates that the majority of women respondents indicate that the fear of violence affects how women in this age group (16-24) live their lives. A very solid majority (87%) of the female respondents surveyed say that they take special precautions to avoid walking alone after dark “fairly often,”  “very often,” or “sometimes.”  This is true of women in all age groups.  In fact, taking care to not walk alone after dark is a way of life for young women: fewer than 10% say they rarely or never do this.

Beginning Note:  In the text of the survey respondents were provided the following definition of violence against women: When we use the phrase “violence against women,” we mean to include domestic violence; acts of sexual assault, such as rape; stalking; and, verbal, physical, and emotional abuse.  However, please know as you review the following data that any and all these terms (i.e. abuse) can be self-defined based on personal experience.  Meaning, the survey did not ask participants to define the terms further than the description provided above.   

Findings

Violence against women: a serious problem

The vast majority of respondents consider the issue of violence against women to be very serious.  Two-thirds (66%) of all respondents say it is “extremely serious” and another 26% say it is “quite serious.”  Female respondents are more likely to rate the issue at the highest level of seriousness compared with male respondents.  Seventy-five percent (75%) of women say violence against women is extremely serious, while only 57% of men say it is extremely serious.  

· There is no significant variation with respect to age.

· African-American (75%) and Latino (75%) respondents are more likely to say the problem is extremely serious than are white respondents (63%).

· People who have known a woman in an abusive relationship or a woman who has been the victim of sexual assault are also more likely to say the issue is extremely serious than people who do not have personal experience.

How serious is the issue of violence against women?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Extremely serious
	66%
	75%
	57%

	Quite serious
	26%
	19%
	32%

	Somewhat serious
	7%
	6%
	8%

	Not very serious
	2%
	1%
	2%

	Not serious at all
	--
	--
	--


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Extremely serious
	73%
	72%
	79%
	56%
	57%
	58%

	Quite serious
	22%
	17%
	18%
	34%
	35%
	28%

	Somewhat serious
	4%
	10%
	3%
	6%
	6%
	12%

	Not very serious
	1%
	1%
	--
	3%
	2%
	2%

	Not serious at all
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--


Violence against women: a common problem, as well

Not only do respondents view the problem as being very serious, they also believe it to be relatively common.  Again, women see the incidence of violence against women as being more frequent than do men.  Seventy-six percent (76%) of women say that violence against women is extremely or quite common, compared with 56% of men who believe it is extremely or quite common.  By contrast, over one-third of men (37%) say violence against women is “somewhat” common; only one in five (22%) of women are willing to say the problem is just “somewhat” common.

There are some variations in response by age, but overall, the variations do not amount to a pattern that is significant.  African-American respondents are more likely to say the problem is extremely serious than are white or Latino respondents.  People who have known women who were the victims of violence are also more likely to say the problem is extremely common.

How common is violence against women?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Extremely common
	19%
	23%
	15%

	Quite common
	47%
	53%
	41%

	Somewhat common
	29%
	22%
	37%

	Not very common
	4%
	2%
	6%

	Not common at all
	---
	--
	--


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Extremely common
	27%
	16%
	25%
	10%
	23%
	13%

	Quite common
	48%
	59%
	52%
	42%
	44%
	37%

	Somewhat common
	21%
	23%
	21%
	40%
	28%
	42%

	Not very common
	2%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	6%
	9%

	Not common at all
	--
	--
	--
	1%
	--
	--


The majority of respondents know women who have been victims of violence

When respondents tell us that they believe violence against women is a common phenomenon, they speak from personal experience.  The large majority (71%) knows a woman who has been in an abusive relationship (defined as a relationship where physical, verbal or emotional abuse took place).  Women are more likely to say they have known a woman in an abusive relationship than men – this is particularly true of women 19 and older (the majority of whom have left home and are either in college or living and working independently).  

Do you know/have you ever known a woman in an abusive relationship? 

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Yes
	71%
	77%
	64%

	No
	23%
	18%
	28%

	Don’t know
	6%
	5%
	8%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Yes
	65%
	81%
	86%
	61%
	61%
	70%

	No
	25%
	16%
	12%
	27%
	36%
	22%

	Don’t know
	10%
	3%
	2%
	3%
	8%
	5%


A smaller majority of respondents, but still over half, also knows a woman who has been sexually assaulted.  Again, this is truer for women than for men.

Do you know/have you ever known a woman who was sexually assaulted? 

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Yes
	59%
	64%
	53%

	No
	34%
	28%
	41%

	Don’t know
	7%
	8%
	6%


Do you know/have you ever known a woman who was sexually assaulted? (Continued)

	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Yes
	60%
	66%
	66%
	47%
	57%
	54%

	No
	29%
	27%
	28%
	43%
	38%
	41%

	Don’t know
	11%
	7%
	6%
	5%
	5%
	7%


Violence against women: not getting enough attention

Nearly three-quarters of all respondents (72%) say the problem of violence against women does not receive enough attention.  Again, women are more adamant than men: 82% of female respondents say the issue does not get enough attention, compared with 61% of men.  There is little variation by age.  Similar to the previous findings with regard to seriousness and frequency, people who know women who have been victims of violence also are more likely to believe that the issue does not receive sufficient attention.

Does the issue get the right amount of attention?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Too much attention
	5%
	4%
	6%

	Right amount
	20%
	11%
	29%

	Not enough attention
	72%
	82%
	61%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Too much attention
	2%
	4%
	6%
	4%
	10%
	5%

	Right amount
	11%
	10%
	12%
	25%
	31%
	32%

	Not enough attention
	83%
	82%
	80%
	67%
	56%
	61%


Who is responsible for addressing violence against women? 

The survey asked respondents to assign degrees of responsibility – from most to least – among certain groups or institutions in society: parents and family members; law enforcement, Congress; the media, schools and educators; and, community organizations.

It’s clear that within the public sector law enforcement and legislative bodies are identified as the institutions that are most responsible for addressing the problem of violence against women. Sixty-three (63%) named law enforcement as “most” and “second most” responsible.  Over one-third of all respondents assigned that same responsibility to Congress.

African-American and Latino respondents were much more likely to look to Congress (38% and 22%, respectively) than were white respondents (13%), suggesting that members of minority communities believe more strongly in federal legislation as an approach to addressing issues of violence.

The following six tables show how respondents divided responsibility among the six different groups or institutions.  For example, the table below shows that 63% of respondents say that law enforcement is either the most or the second more responsible institution.

Law enforcement

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Most responsible
	31%
	34%
	28%

	Second most responsible
	32%
	30%
	34%

	Third most responsible
	14%
	13%
	15%

	Fourth most responsible
	12%
	11%
	12%

	Fifth most responsible
	9%
	9%
	8%

	Least responsible
	3%
	2%
	3%


About half (51%) of respondents say that parents and family members are either the most or the second most responsible group (men slightly more so than women).

Parents and family members

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Most responsible
	39%
	36%
	42%

	Second most responsible
	12%
	10%
	14%

	Third most responsible
	15%
	15%
	15%

	Fourth most responsible
	11%
	14%
	8%

	Fifth most responsible
	11%
	13%
	10%

	Least responsible
	11%
	11%
	11%


It’s important to note that one-third (36%) put Congress in one of the top two slots; one-quarter put it in the middle. 

Congress

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Most responsible
	18%
	17%
	19%

	Second most responsible
	18%
	20%
	16%

	Third most responsible
	12%
	12%
	12%

	Fourth most responsible
	12%
	11%
	13%

	Fifth most responsible
	17%
	16%
	18%

	Least responsible
	23%
	24%
	23%


The majority of respondents put schools and educators somewhere in the middle of the responsibility ladder – we might conclude from this that people tend to believe that schools and educators do have a supporting role to play in combating violence against women, though not one of the most important roles.

Schools and educators

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Most responsible
	5%
	5%
	4%

	Second most responsible
	19%
	20%
	18%

	Third most responsible
	24%
	25%
	23%

	Fourth most responsible
	27%
	27%
	27%

	Fifth most responsible
	17%
	15%
	18%

	Least responsible
	9%
	7%
	11%


The media, perhaps because it is thought of as an informational and, in theory, impartial social institution is not seen to play a particularly important role in addressing violence against women.  Nearly half (47%) put the media in one of the final two positions.

The media

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Most responsible
	7%
	7%
	6%

	Second most responsible
	12%
	11%
	12%

	Third most responsible
	19%
	19%
	19%

	Fourth most responsible
	17%
	15%
	19%

	Fifth most responsible
	17%
	18%
	15%

	Least responsible
	30%
	29%
	30%


Finally, community organizations are not seen as playing a particularly responsible role in addressing violence against women.  Over half of the respondents put community organizations in either fifth or sixth place. 

Community organizations

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Most responsible
	1%
	1%
	1%

	Second most responsible
	8%
	9%
	7%

	Third most responsible
	15%
	15%
	16%

	Fourth most responsible
	21%
	21%
	22%

	Fifth most responsible
	30%
	28%
	32%

	Least responsible
	24%
	26%
	22%


Stalking: believed to be a crime

When respondents were asked for their opinion about the legal status of stalking, this behavior was defined as: “to repeatedly follow, watch, telephone, e-mail or in any other way communicate with another person if any of these actions cause the person receiving the attention to fear for his or her safety”. The vast majority of respondents (89%) believe that stalking – as defined above – is a crime.  Men and women believe this equally strongly, and there is no variation in response by age.

Is it a crime to repeatedly follow, watch, (etc.)?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Yes
	89%
	89%
	88%

	No
	3%
	2%
	3%

	Don’t know
	9%
	8%
	9%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Yes
	89%
	91%
	88%
	90%
	88%
	86%

	No
	2%
	3%
	2%
	4%
	2%
	2%

	Don’t know
	9%
	6%
	10%
	6%
	10%
	12%


The majority also believes that this is as it should be: this sort of unwanted attention should be a crime if it causes the object of attention to fear for his or her safety.  Nine out of ten respondents believe stalking should be a crime, and again, there is no difference between men and women.  Women 19 and older are the most adamant.

Should it be a crime to repeatedly follow, watch, (etc.)?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Yes
	90%
	92%
	89%

	No
	4%
	2%
	6%

	Don’t know
	6%
	6%
	6%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Yes
	87%
	94%
	95%
	87%
	91%
	88%

	No
	5%
	1%
	1%
	7%
	6%
	4%

	Don’t know
	8%
	5%
	4%
	6%
	3%
	8%


Responses to abuse: people more likely to urge women to seek help than to confront the abuser
Respondents were asked what they would be likely to do if they knew that a friend or relative was abusing his girlfriend, wife or any other woman.  It was far more common for respondents to say that they would urge the woman to seek help than that they would confront the man about his abusive behavior.  Nearly three-quarters of respondents (74%) say it is very likely that they would urge the woman to get help; this is true of both men and women.  

“I would tell her that she should get help.”

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	74%
	78%
	70%

	Somewhat likely
	18%
	14%
	22%

	Somewhat unlikely
	4%
	4%
	4%

	Very unlikely
	3%
	2%
	4%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	82%
	73%
	80%
	70%
	75%
	64%

	Somewhat likely
	9%
	18%
	16%
	20%
	18%
	27%

	Somewhat unlikely
	4%
	4%
	3%
	5%
	1%
	5%

	Very unlikely
	3%
	2%
	1%
	2%
	5%
	4%


Fewer than half of all respondents would be very likely to say something to the man about his abusive behavior.  Men are more likely to say that they would be very likely to do this than women.  The great majority (86%) of men say they would be very or somewhat likely to speak to another man about this type of behavior.  Only 13% of men say they would be unlikely, compared with 28% of women.

“I would say something to him about his abusive behavior.”

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	43%
	37%
	50%

	Somewhat likely
	33%
	31%
	36%

	Somewhat unlikely
	12%
	17%
	8%

	Very unlikely
	8%
	11%
	5%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	37%
	36%
	38%
	45%
	50%
	53%

	Somewhat likely
	33%
	26%
	33%
	35%
	39%
	33%

	Somewhat unlikely
	14%
	17%
	19%
	9%
	5%
	10%

	Very unlikely
	12%
	13%
	9%
	8%
	4%
	3%


Just over one-third (39%) of all respondents say that they would be very likely to urge the abusive man to seek help.  Seventy-four percent (74%) say they would be very or somewhat likely – this is somewhat truer of men (78%) than women (68%).

“I would tell him that he should get help.”

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	39%
	38%
	39%

	Somewhat likely
	35%
	30%
	39%

	Somewhat unlikely
	15%
	17%
	13%

	Very unlikely
	10%
	12%
	7%


The oldest female respondents (22-24) are slightly more likely than the youngest female respondents (adolescents) to say that they would urge an abuser to seek help.

	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	37%
	37%
	41%
	44%
	36%
	36%

	Somewhat likely
	26%
	29%
	35%
	35%
	41%
	42%

	Somewhat unlikely
	21%
	17%
	14%
	10%
	13%
	17%

	Very unlikely
	14%
	12%
	10%
	7%
	9%
	5%


Responses to abuse: a minority are “very likely” to report abuse to the police
Just one-quarter of respondents (29%) say they would be very likely to report abuse they knew of to the police; this is true of both women and men.  That number increases to two-thirds (66%) of respondents who would be at least somewhat likely to report the abuse.  The oldest men in the sample (22-24) are the least likely to say that they would report abuse to the police.

“I would report the abuse to the police.”

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	29%
	30%
	28%

	Somewhat likely
	37%
	37%
	37%

	Somewhat unlikely
	19%
	18%
	20%

	Very unlikely
	9%
	9%
	9%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	31%
	31%
	29%
	37%
	33%
	15%

	Somewhat likely
	40%
	37%
	33%
	32%
	37%
	41%

	Somewhat unlikely
	14%
	20%
	21%
	16%
	18%
	26%

	Very unlikely
	7%
	7%
	12%
	8%
	8%
	11%


The majority contend that they would not remain uninvolved

The majority (57%) of both men and women say it is unlikely that they would be hesitant to get involved because abuse in a relationship is a sensitive issue.  However, over one-third (39%) admit that the “sensitivity” of what goes on inside someone else’s relationship is somewhat or very likely to play a role in how they react in the situation.  Young men and women between 16 and 18, and men between 22 and 24 are slightly more likely to say that they might be hesitant to get involved.

“Because it’s a sensitive issue, I would probably be hesitant to get involved.” 

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	11%
	12%
	10%

	Somewhat likely
	28%
	26%
	30%

	Somewhat unlikely
	24%
	24%
	24%

	Very unlikely
	33%
	33%
	33%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	14%
	10%
	13%
	10%
	13%
	7%

	Somewhat likely
	29%
	24%
	24%
	32%
	23%
	36%

	Somewhat unlikely
	18%
	31%
	24%
	21%
	26%
	26%

	Very unlikely
	32%
	32%
	36%
	34%
	34%
	32%


A stronger majority says that it is unlikely that they would remain uninvolved because “it’s none of my business.”  Fifty-six percent (56%) say they would be very unlikely to remain uninvolved on those grounds.  This increases to 81% if we include the respondents who also say it is somewhat unlikely that they would remain uninvolved because they feel like what goes on in someone else’s relationship is none of their business.  This is more or less equally true of men and women of all ages.

“Because it’s none of my business, I would probably not get involved.”

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	5%
	4%
	6%

	Somewhat likely
	11%
	9%
	12%

	Somewhat unlikely
	25%
	25%
	24%

	Very unlikely
	56%
	58%
	53%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	6%
	2%
	3%
	6%
	8%
	3%

	Somewhat likely
	6%
	14%
	7%
	12%
	10%
	14%

	Somewhat unlikely
	27%
	19%
	28%
	24%
	19%
	30%

	Very unlikely
	55%
	62%
	56%
	49%
	58%
	52%


Where would you turn for advice?

Respondents were asked where they would seek advice if they knew that a friend or relative was abusing his girlfriend, wife or any other woman.  The most common responses were either a friend (27%) or a parent (23%).  Men were slightly more likely to say they would talk with a friend, while women were slightly more likely to consult a parent.  Women were also more likely to say they would call a telephone hotline or advocacy group.  The oldest men in the sample (22-24) were also quite likely to say they would speak with a sibling or other family member.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	A friend
	27%
	24%
	30%

	One of my parents
	23%
	26%
	20%

	Brother, sister or other family member
	16%
	14%
	17%

	Telephone hotline or advocacy/support group
	12%
	16%
	8%

	Religious or spiritual counselor
	7%
	4%
	9%

	Teacher, coach or counselor
	5%
	4%
	6%

	Internet support or chat group
	3%
	3%
	3%

	Police officer
	2%
	1%
	2%

	Partner or spouse
	1%
	2%
	--

	Don’t know
	6%
	7%
	5%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	A friend
	23%
	25%
	23%
	33%
	31%
	27%

	One of my parents
	28%
	26%
	23%
	21%
	22%
	17%

	Brother, sister or other family member
	16%
	9%
	17%
	13%
	14%
	25%

	Telephone hotline or advocacy/support group
	12%
	21%
	15%
	5%
	7%
	12%

	Religious or spiritual counselor
	3%
	3%
	6%
	9%
	6%
	12%

	Teacher, coach or counselor
	8%
	3%
	2%
	8%
	8%
	2%

	Internet support or chat group
	4%
	1%
	4%
	1%
	4%
	3%

	Police officer
	2%
	--
	1%
	2%
	3%
	1%

	Partner or spouse
	--
	2%
	3%
	--
	--
	1%

	Don’t know
	4%
	9%
	7%
	6%
	7%
	2%


The majority would confront a friend who made a sexist remark

Two-thirds of respondents (66%) say they would say something to a friend who make a sexist comment or treated a woman disrespectfully to let him know that they objected to his behavior.  Women are much more likely to indicate that they would do this than men (78% vs. 54%).  This is true of women in every age group, relative to men of the same age.  Quite a number of men between 22-24 (35%) say that they would not say something immediately, but that they would say something later on.

If you heard a friend make a sexist comment or treat a woman disrespectfully, what would you be most likely to do?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Say something to him to let him know I object to the behavior
	66%
	78%
	54%

	Say nothing immediately, but say something later
	17%
	12%
	22%

	Say something only if someone else also does
	7%
	4%
	10%

	Say nothing because it’s not a big deal
	4%
	2%
	7%

	Don’t know
	6%
	4%
	7%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Say something to him to let him know I object to the behavior
	80%
	79%
	74%
	59%
	57%
	46%

	Say nothing immediately, but say something later
	8%
	10%
	19%
	15%
	17%
	35%

	Say something only if someone else also does
	5%
	5%
	3%
	13%
	8%
	8%

	Say nothing because it’s not a big deal
	2%
	2%
	1%
	5%
	8%
	8%

	Don’t know
	5%
	4%
	3%
	8%
	10%
	4%


Similarly, a majority (64%) would also confront a family member who made a sexist remark or treated a woman disrespectfully – and, again, women would be much more likely to do this than men would (72% vs. 55%).  This is true of women in every age group.

If you heard a man in your family make a sexist comment or treat a woman disrespectfully, what would you be most likely to do?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Say something to him to let him know I object to the behavior
	64%
	72%
	55%

	Say nothing immediately, but say something later
	11%
	7%
	15%

	Say nothing but encourage other family member to get involved
	6%
	6%
	6%

	Say something only if someone else objects first 
	6%
	5%
	6%

	Say nothing, it would cause problems
	5%
	4%
	7%

	Say nothing, because it’s not a big deal
	2%
	1%
	3%

	Don’t know
	7%
	5%
	8%


If you heard a man in your family make a sexist comment or treat a woman disrespectfully, what would you be most likely to do? (Continued)

	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Say something to him to let him know I object 
	70%
	72%
	73%
	59%
	54%
	53%

	Say nothing immediately, but say something later
	4%
	10%
	8%
	9%
	17%
	19%

	Say nothing but encourage other family member to get involved
	12%
	1%
	6%
	10%
	4%
	3%

	Say something only if someone else objects first 
	5%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	9%
	5%

	Say nothing, it would cause problems
	1%
	6%
	4%
	9%
	3%
	8%

	Say nothing, because it’s not a big deal
	--
	1%
	2%
	1%
	--
	7%

	Don’t know
	8%
	5%
	2%
	7%
	13%
	5%


What would you do for someone who had been raped or assaulted? 

Respondents were asked what they would be likely to recommend to a friend or female relative who had been raped or sexually assaulted.  The most frequent recommendations would be to seek medical attention and to call the police; 75% and 72%, respectively, would be very likely to advise these courses of action.  In both cases, women would be significantly more likely than men to do these two things.  A majority of all respondents (60%) would also recommend that the woman tell her parents; women are again more likely to recommend this than are men.  

Roughly half of women and men would be very likely to suggest telling a teacher, counselor or other adult.  Nearly half of women would also advise seeking counseling from a telephone hotline or looking online for information; men would be less likely to advise doing these things.  In other words, women are more likely than men to be proactive and to urge the woman who has been raped or assaulted to take care of herself, to tell other people what happened, and to make a formal report of the crime.

Summary table -- % saying they would be “very likely” to…

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Encourage her to seek medical attention
	75%
	81%
	69%

	Encourage her to call police
	72%
	78%
	66%

	Encourage her to tell her parents
	60%
	64%
	56%

	Encourage her to tell a teacher, counselor or other adult
	53%
	56%
	50%

	Encourage her to call a telephone hotline for counseling
	43%
	49%
	36%

	Encourage her to look online for information about what to do
	39%
	46%
	31%


Medical attention

As noted above, seeking medical attention would be the most frequently advised course of action.  It would be advised more frequently by women, and especially by women 22-24 years of age.

Encourage her to seek medical attention.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	75%
	81%
	69%

	Somewhat likely
	17%
	12%
	22%

	Somewhat unlikely
	5%
	5%
	5%

	Very unlikely
	1%
	1%
	1%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	78%
	78%
	86%
	60%
	74%
	73%

	Somewhat likely
	11%
	15%
	10%
	28%
	17%
	20%

	Somewhat unlikely
	6%
	6%
	3%
	6%
	4%
	5%

	Very unlikely
	4%
	--
	--
	2%
	1%
	1%


Report crime to the police

Again, women are more likely than men to say they would advise reporting a rape or assault to the police.  Women 19 and older are the most likely of all to advocate reporting to the police.

Encourage her to call the police.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	72%
	78%
	66%

	Somewhat likely
	21%
	16%
	25%

	Somewhat unlikely
	6%
	4%
	7%

	Very unlikely
	1%
	1%
	1%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	71%
	82%
	80%
	69%
	70%
	60%

	Somewhat likely
	17%
	14%
	18%
	21%
	21%
	33%

	Somewhat unlikely
	8%
	3%
	2%
	6%
	8%
	7%

	Very unlikely
	2%
	--
	--
	2%
	--
	--


Tell her parents

Young women between 16 and 18 (the age group most likely to still be living at home) are the most likely to urge someone to tell her parents of a sexual assault.  Young teenage men, however, are not as likely to suggest this.

Encourage her to tell her parents.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	60%
	64%
	56%

	Somewhat likely
	25%
	20%
	30%

	Somewhat unlikely
	9%
	11%
	8%

	Very unlikely
	3%
	3%
	3%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	72%
	59%
	62%
	57%
	59%
	52%

	Somewhat likely
	19%
	24%
	18%
	27%
	29%
	34%

	Somewhat unlikely
	5%
	13%
	14%
	8%
	4%
	12%

	Very unlikely
	4%
	--
	4%
	2%
	7%
	--


Tell teacher, counselor or other adult

Again, teenage women (16-18) are the most likely to urge someone to tell her a teacher, counselor or other adult.  Again, teenage males are not as likely as females to suggest this.

Encourage her to tell a teacher, counselor or other adult.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	53%
	56%
	50%

	Somewhat likely
	31%
	30%
	32%

	Somewhat unlikely
	11%
	10%
	11%

	Very unlikely
	4%
	3%
	5%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	65%
	47%
	56%
	46%
	51%
	52%

	Somewhat likely
	23%
	34%
	33%
	29%
	33%
	33%

	Somewhat unlikely
	8%
	12%
	9%
	16%
	7%
	11%

	Very unlikely
	4%
	3%
	2%
	4%
	8%
	3%


Calling a telephone hotline

Women between the ages of 22-24 are the most likely to feel that telephone hotline counseling services ought to be recommended.  Men who are older are also more likely to suggest this than younger men.

Encourage her to call a telephone hotline for counseling.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	43%
	49%
	36%

	Somewhat likely
	29%
	30%
	29%

	Somewhat unlikely
	18%
	13%
	24%

	Very unlikely
	8%
	6%
	11%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	46%
	44%
	57%
	27%
	38%
	42%

	Somewhat likely
	32%
	32%
	26%
	27%
	27%
	32%

	Somewhat unlikely
	11%
	15%
	12%
	27%
	25%
	19%

	Very unlikely
	9%
	6%
	3%
	15%
	9%
	8%


Seeking information online

Women of all ages are more likely to see the Internet as a source of useful information for women who have been raped or assaulted.  Over half of teenage females (16-18) would be very likely to suggest the Internet as a source of help, whereas only one-quarter of teenage males would recommend the Internet to a friend who had been assaulted.

Encourage her to look online for information about what to do.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very likely
	39%
	46%
	31%

	Somewhat likely
	29%
	27%
	32%

	Somewhat unlikely
	18%
	15%
	21%

	Very unlikely
	11%
	10%
	12%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very likely
	53%
	40%
	47%
	25%
	37%
	31%

	Somewhat likely
	24%
	28%
	29%
	34%
	22%
	39%

	Somewhat unlikely
	11%
	20%
	14%
	19%
	24%
	20%

	Very unlikely
	11%
	8%
	10%
	15%
	19%
	9%


Perceptions of rape

Nearly one-quarter of all respondents (“very often” or “fairly often”) say they believe women report having been raped when they really agreed to have sex.  Interestingly, women are as likely to say this as men.  However, women in the older segments (ages 19-21 and 22-24) are less likely to believe this is true.  While 33% of 16-18 year old females say women very or fairly often misreport rapes, only 21% of 19-21 year olds and 15% of 22-24 year olds believe this.  

How often do women report having been raped when they really agreed to have sex?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very often
	9%
	9%
	10%

	Fairly often
	15%
	14%
	16%

	Sometimes
	47%
	47%
	48%

	Rarely
	24%
	26%
	22%

	Never
	2%
	1%
	2%

	Don’t know
	2%
	2%
	2%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very often
	11%
	6%
	9%
	16%
	8%
	6%

	Fairly often
	22%
	15%
	6%
	11%
	18%
	20%

	Sometimes
	42%
	49%
	50%
	43%
	48%
	51%

	Rarely
	20%
	27%
	32%
	22%
	24%
	26%

	Never
	--
	1%
	2%
	2%
	2%
	2%

	Don’t know
	4%
	1%
	2%
	5%
	1%
	--


Women abuse men, too

The sample is split on the question of whether women abuse men as much as men abuse women.  Forty-nine (49%) agree that this is true, and 48% disagree.  Again, there is no difference here between men and women and essentially no difference with respect to age.

Women abuse men as much as men abuse women.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Agree strongly
	10%
	7%
	13%

	Agree some
	39%
	39%
	38%

	Disagree some
	32%
	32%
	32%

	Disagree strongly
	16%
	17%
	15%

	Don’t know
	4%
	5%
	3%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Agree strongly
	6%
	9%
	6%
	15%
	14%
	10%

	Agree some
	42%
	35%
	41%
	35%
	40%
	39%

	Disagree some
	29%
	35%
	31%
	31%
	31%
	34%

	Disagree strongly
	14%
	15%
	22%
	15%
	15%
	14%

	Don’t know
	8%
	5%
	1%
	3%
	1%
	4%


Women stay in abusive relationships because of low self-esteem

There is strong agreement with the assertion that the number one reason that women stay in abusive relationships is that they have low self-esteem.  Three-quarters of all respondents agree (78%), and this is equally true of women and men.

The number one reason women stay in abusive relationships is because they have low self-esteem.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Agree strongly
	31%
	34%
	28%

	Agree some
	47%
	45%
	48%

	Disagree some
	15%
	14%
	15%

	Disagree strongly
	4%
	4%
	4%

	Don’t know
	4%
	2%
	5%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Agree strongly
	28%
	40%
	35%
	26%
	37%
	22%

	Agree some
	45%
	43%
	48%
	38%
	48%
	56%

	Disagree some
	17%
	11%
	14%
	22%
	10%
	14%

	Disagree strongly
	6%
	2%
	3%
	4%
	4%
	4%

	Don’t know
	3%
	3%
	1%
	3%
	1%
	4%


Women ‘ask for trouble’ when they wear revealing clothing

A clear majority (65%) believe that women who wear “revealing” clothing make themselves more vulnerable to unwanted sexual advances.  This attitude is held much more strongly by men (74% agree to some extent) than by women (56% agree to some extent).  These attitudes do not vary significantly by age of respondent. 

Women who wear short skirts and tight tops make themselves more vulnerable to unwanted sexual advances.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Agree strongly
	27%
	20%
	34%

	Agree some
	38%
	36%
	40%

	Disagree some
	16%
	17%
	15%

	Disagree strongly
	14%
	21%
	7%

	Don’t know
	4%
	5%
	4%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Agree strongly
	24%
	19%
	18%
	33%
	38%
	31%

	Agree some
	35%
	35%
	38%
	37%
	39%
	45%

	Disagree some
	17%
	16%
	19%
	13%
	13%
	18%

	Disagree strongly
	17%
	22%
	25%
	11%
	8%
	3%

	Don’t know
	6%
	7%
	1%
	5%
	3%
	4%


How fear of sexual violence affects women’s lives

A very solid majority (87%) of the female respondents surveyed say that they take special precautions to avoid walking alone after dark “fairly often,”  “very often,” or “sometimes.”  This is true of women in all age groups.  In fact, taking care to not walk alone after dark is a way of life for young women: fewer than 10% say they rarely or never do this.

How often do you take special precautions to avoid walking alone after dark?

	
	All females
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24

	Very often
	49%
	49%
	52%
	46%

	Fairly often
	26%
	25%
	25%
	29%

	Sometimes
	15%
	13%
	15%
	17%

	Rarely
	5%
	4%
	4%
	8%

	Never
	2%
	2%
	2%
	1%

	Don’t know
	3%
	6%
	2%
	--


In this regard, a high percentage, (64%), say they “very often,” “fairly often,” or sometimes think about the possible consequences of leaving a drink unattended.  This concern is more common among women 16-18 and 19-21.

How often do you think about the consequences of leaving a drink unattended when you’re at a party or at a bar?

	
	All females
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24

	Very often
	32%
	32%
	38%
	27%

	Fairly often
	22%
	29%
	21%
	16%

	Sometimes
	10%
	10%
	7%
	13%

	Rarely
	13%
	8%
	10%
	20%

	Never
	2%
	1%
	4%
	2%

	I do not drink
	17%
	16%
	15%
	20%

	Don’t know
	3%
	3%
	4%
	3%


Effects of media depictions of physical and sexual abuse of women

Representations of physical or sexual abuse of women in the media and popular culture (i.e., songs, movies, television programs, and video games) are thought to be “fairly common” or “very common” phenomena by nearly two-thirds of all respondents.  Differences of opinion between men and women and between different age groups are slight.

How common is it that songs, movies, TV programs or video games talk about or show physical or sexual abuse of women.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Very common
	24%
	27%
	22%

	Fairly common 
	38%
	38%
	38%

	Occasional
	27%
	25%
	28%

	Rare
	8%
	7%
	8%

	Never happens
	1%
	1%
	2%

	Don’t know
	3%
	3%
	2%


How common is it that songs, movies, TV programs or video games talk about or show physical or sexual abuse of women. (Continued)

	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Very common
	26%
	21%
	33%
	17%
	23%
	26%

	Fairly common 
	34%
	44%
	35%
	41%
	38%
	35%

	Occasional
	25%
	22%
	27%
	22%
	28%
	35%

	Rare
	9%
	8%
	5%
	10%
	10%
	4%

	Never happens
	--
	1%
	1%
	4%
	1%
	--

	Don’t know
	5%
	3%
	--
	5%
	1%
	1%


Just about everyone knows someone who consumes this type of media or cultural product.  Fewer than one in five respondents (16%) say that he or she knows no one who does this.  One-quarter know many people who do, 29% know some, and 21% know a few. Differences between men and women and between different age groups are again fairly slight.

How many people do you know who listen to songs, watch movies and TV programs or play video games that depict physical or sexual abuse of women as natural or acceptable?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	I know many people who do
	25%
	26%
	25%

	I know some people who do
	29%
	30%
	29%

	I know a few people who do
	21%
	21%
	21%

	I know no one who does
	16%
	13%
	19%

	Don’t know
	8%
	10%
	7%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	I know many people who do
	31%
	17%
	29%
	22%
	24%
	28%

	I know some people who do
	24%
	38%
	28%
	26%
	34%
	26%

	I know a few people who do
	16%
	28%
	20%
	22%
	19%
	23%

	I know no one who does
	13%
	10%
	16%
	19%
	20%
	18%

	Don’t know
	15%
	6%
	8%
	10%
	4%
	6%


The majority of respondents do believe that exposure to these types of representations in media do have a de-sensitizing influence on the listener or viewer.  Nearly one-third say that exposure makes the viewer/listener much less sensitive to physical or sexual abuse against women; 40% say it will make consumers somewhat less sensitive.  Women are more likely to see these type of cultural products making people much less sensitive, while men think the affect is perhaps somewhat more muted (makes people “somewhat less” sensitive).

What impact do you think exposure to this type of media has on the listener or viewer?

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	Exposure makes people much less sensitive
	32%
	37%
	26%

	Exposure makes people somewhat less sensitive
	40%
	33%
	46%

	Exposure has no effect on people’s sensitivity
	13%
	9%
	16%

	Don’t know
	16%
	20%
	12%


What impact do you think exposure to this type of media has on the listener or viewer? (Continued)

	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	Exposure makes people much less sensitive
	35%
	38%
	39%
	21%
	31%
	27%

	Exposure makes people somewhat less sensitive
	28%
	33%
	39%
	46%
	39%
	51%

	Exposure has no effect on people’s sensitivity
	9%
	8%
	11%
	19%
	18%
	12%

	Don’t know
	27%
	20%
	12%
	12%
	13%
	13%


Knowledge of National Statistics

The following tables outline men and women’s responses to questions about national statistics on sexual violence.

Young people know that rapes and sexual assaults are under-reported.  Nine out of ten respondents say it is true than less than one-third of rapes and sexual assaults are reported to law enforcement officials.  This is true for both men and women, and of all age groups.

Less than one-third of rapes and sexual assaults are reported to law enforcement officials.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	True 
	91%
	92%
	90%

	False
	9%
	8%
	10%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	True 
	86%
	96%
	94%
	90%
	90%
	91%

	False
	14%
	4%
	6%
	10%
	10%
	9%


A large majority say it is true that more than one million women are stalked by men each year.  This is true of both men and women and across all age groups.

More than one million women are stalked by men each year.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	True 
	85%
	87%
	83%

	False
	15%
	13%
	17%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	True 
	87%
	87%
	88%
	81%
	87%
	82%

	False
	13%
	13%
	12%
	19%
	13%
	18%


A large majority also believe it is true that the leading cause of injury to women between the ages of 15 and 45 is battering.  

In the United States, the leading cause of injury to women between 15 and 25 is battering.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	True 
	80%
	82%
	78%

	False
	20%
	18%
	22%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	True 
	82%
	82%
	82%
	83%
	78%
	72%

	False
	18%
	18%
	18%
	17%
	22%
	28%


Three-quarters believe it is true that women are more likely to be raped by men they know – often men they are intimate with – than by a stranger.  This is true of both men and women and across the age groups.

A woman is more likely to be raped by her husband, partner, boyfriend or acquaintance than she is to be raped by a stranger.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	True 
	75%
	76%
	73%

	False
	25%
	24%
	27%


A woman is more likely to be raped by her husband, partner, boyfriend or acquaintance than she is to be raped by a stranger. (Continued)

	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	True 
	74%
	75%
	80%
	75%
	67%
	78%

	False
	26%
	25%
	20%
	25%
	33%
	22%


More than half (53%) believe that a large majority of rapists are under the influence of either alcohol or drugs when they commit a rape. Men are more likely than women to believe that a majority of rapists commit their crimes under the influence.  

A large majority of rapists are under the influence of either alcohol or drugs when they commit a rape.

	
	Total
	All females
	All males

	True 
	53%
	49%
	58%

	False
	47%
	51%
	42%


	
	Female

16-18
	Female

19-21
	Female

22-24
	Male

16-18
	Male

19-21
	Male

22-24

	True 
	48%
	54%
	45%
	56%
	63%
	54%

	False
	52%
	46%
	55%
	44%
	37%
	46%


� Note: there was so little variation with respect to age on this series of questions that only gender results have been reported.
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