Comparing States with Domestic Violence Unemployment Insurance Laws

	State
	DV UI Statute
	Documentation

Required to Show DV
	State Population

(2002)
	Size of Workforce

(2004)
	Unemployed Women (2004)
	DV/UI/ Number of Claims/Costs

	Colorado
	Colo. Rev. Stat. § 8-73-108(4)(r), adopted in 1999
	· A copy of police report, criminal charges, protection order, medical records, or any other evidence; AND
· Written evidence that the worker receives counseling from a recognized counseling entity for domestic abuse.
	4,507,000
	2,081,000
	58,506 
	37 Claims

(October 2002 thru September 2003)

	Connecticut
	Conn. Gen. Stat. § 31-236(a)(2) (A)(iv), adopted in 1999
	· Police, government agency or court records;

· Documentation from a shelter worker, legal, medical, clerical or other professional; OR 

· A statement from an individual with knowledge of the circumstances
	3,461,000
	1,614,000
	40,351
	47 Claims/$169,850

(10/1/99 thru 4/1/2001);

47 Claims/$194,000

(CY 2003);

36 Claims/$144,211

(CY 2004).

	Massachusetts
	Mass. Gen. L. Ch. 151A § 1(g ½), adopted in 2001
	· A restraining order; 

· A police record;

· Documentation that the perpetrator of the abuse has been convicted 1 or more times for DV related offenses; 

· Medical documentation of the abuse;  

· A statement provided by a counselor, social worker, health worker, member of the clergy, shelter worker, legal advocate or other professional; OR 

· A sworn statement from the individual attesting to the abuse.
	6,428,000
	3,456,000
	67,633
	189 Claims (CY 2003).

	New Hampshire
	N.H. Rev. Stat. Title 23 § 282-A:32(I)(a)(3), adopted in 1998
	Left up to rules adopted by commissioner of the Department of Employment Security and state’s definition of DV.
	1,275,000
	717,000
	11,084
	13 Claims (CY 2002)

10 Claims (1/2003 thru 12/15/2003)


	State
	DV UI Statute
	Documentation required to show DV
	State Population

(2002)
	Size of Workforce

(2004)
	Unemployed Women (2004)
	DV/UI/ Number of Claims/Costs

	New Jersey
	N.J. Rev. Stat. § 43:21-5(j), adopted in 1999
	· A restraining order; 

· A police record; 

· Documentation that the perpetrator of the domestic violence has been convicted of one or more DV offenses;

· Medical documentation of the domestic violence;

· Certification from a certified DV Specialist or the director of a designated domestic violence agency that the individual is a victim of domestic violence; OR 

· Other documentation provided by a social worker, member of the clergy, shelter worker or other professional.
	8,590,000
	4,428,000
	99,288
	84 Claims (12 months ending June 30, 2004)

	North Carolina
	N.C. Gen. Stat. § 96-14(1f), adopted in 1998
	· Law enforcement, court, or federal agency records or files; 

· Documentation from a domestic violence or sexual assault program; AND 
· Documentation from a religious, medical, or other professional.  
	8,320,000
	4,712,000
	110,798
	63 Claims/$101,088

(Jan. thru June 2002)

	South Dakota
	S.D. Stat. § 61-6-13.1(6), adopted in 2003
	· Report to law enforcement within 48 hours of any occurrence;

· Law enforcement certification form; AND
· The employee left and separated themselves from the abusive situation. 
	761,000
	423,000
	7824
	4 Claims (July thru December 2003)

	Washington
	Wash. Stat. § 50.20.050 (2)(b)(iv), adopted in 2002
	Separation necessary to protect individual or member of individual’s immediate family from DV.
	6,069,000
	3,116,000
	93,550
	219 Claims

(CY 2003)
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Sources: Statute descriptions based upon authors’ legal research; state population from Statistical Abstract of the United States-2003; workforce is civilian labor force from U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics; unemployed women is based upon the Current Population Survey, Bureau of Labor Statistics; cost and number of claims information was obtained by contacting state agencies directly and was reported for the time periods indicated.
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